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India were ready, at the time, to support such a far-reaching
objective.1 Indeed the attitude of the latter towards the
expedition until the middle of 1915 had been that of niggardly,
even unwilling compliance with the policy laid down by H.M.
Government.2
The sudden reversal of this attitude by the Government of
India came after the appointment of General Sir John Nixon
to the command in Mesopotamia, April gth, 1915, when it
assumed, with his support, the initiative for the advance to
Baghdad.3 Occurring almost at the same moment that the
India Office, with a new concern for oil supplies, opposed any
extension of objective beyond the hinterland of Basra, a
deliberate and concerted policy was rendered impossible. The
criticism of the Mesopotamia Commission of 1917: cThe scope
of the objective of the expedition was never sufficiently defined
in advance, so as to make each successive move part of a well-
thought-out and matured plan/4 was never more pertinent than
in the days before the first march on Baghdad.
The degree to which the reversal of the attitude of the Govern-
ment of India and the sanction of H.M. Government to the
advance on Baghdad were influenced by the realization that
India's permanent interests would be best served by the inclu-
sion of Baghdad under the direct control of India cannot be
fully known until the evidence in state archives is available.
In the late autumn of 1915 the Government of India stated
clearly that it expected to annex at least Baghdad and Basra5
but it would seem that considerations of the moment played as
large a part in the authorization of the advance as did deliberate
consideration of past and future policy.
Early successes around Basra had elated the military com-
mand in India, increasing their desire for further victories in
1 Meso. Comm. Report, Cd. 8610, p. ao; Asquith, H. A., Memories and
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